
§ Dr. Velho is a wildlife biologist 

§ Currently, an ORA India Fellow and Adjunct faculty member 

at the Institute of Public Health Bengaluru. 

§ She has a decade of field experience and is founder and lead of Canopy Collective a 

multidisciplinary group dedicated to addressing the science and educational needs of forest and 

indigenous communities in northeast India.

§ She will share her experiences on the co-production efforts undertaken to establish a Planetary 

Health Interpretation Center in Pakke Tiger Reserve, Arunachal Pradesh in Northeast India.
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How do we integrate the conceptual and 
empathetic of human health and 
environmental change?

How do we implement the concept of 
planetary health on the ground?

Implementation Research Questions



Whitmey et al. 2015. Safeguarding human health in the Anthropocene epoch. Lancet Commission.
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NO TEMPLATES ON THE GROUND (YET) TO COMMUNICATE WITH COMMUNITIES...
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THE NEED FOR ONGROUND PERSPECTIVES AND DESIGN THINKING APPROACHES...

l One Health aligns with indigenous perspectives that hold animals, people, and the 
environment together in a holistic view of health.

l Ministry of Human Resource Development (2020) indigenous children “find their 
school education irrelevant and foreign [. . .] both culturally and academically”
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Yanching, M, 2022. Community-based map in the Planetary centre
Andlay, A., 2023. Supporting Education for Snakebite Management in Indigenous Contexts through Participatory Design
Minoi, J.L., et al., 2019. A Participatory Co-creation Model to Drive Community Engagement in Rural Indigenous Schools: A Case Study in Sarawak. 
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PLAY AND ON-GROUND CO-CREATION...
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Yanching, M, 2022. Community-based map in the Planetary centre
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PLAY TO UNRAVEL ONGROUND CONTEXTS

│7

Andrea Silva, Fernando Dias Velho, Anika Juneja and Nandini Velho, 2022. Biodiversity and Human Health Games.

Session A: Climate Change & Planetary Health



Design Thinking Approaches for Specific Challenges

Adira Andlay, 2023. Biyu Tabu Nibew project & Tippi Planetary Health Centre Team. MacClelland’s Coral Snake: Ashok Captain
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Discover Develop DeliverDefine
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Limitations and Future Directions...

l Where does this work fit in? 

l Training supports interdisciplinary skills, co-
creation time-consuming & need for more 
innovation.

l How can effective interdisciplinary and 
participatory action research be supported?
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Q&A



Session A:
Climate Change & 
Planetary Health

Session summary 
& discussion 

points
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q Ecological drivers

q Proximate causes

q Mediating factors

q Health effects



Two guiding questions:

A. What are facilitating, hindering or otherwise influencing factors

for the establishment of planetary health framework in different

regions of the world?

B. What recommendations would you suggest to better equip and

prepare leaders from the Global South / Global North to

contribute to the agenda of Planetary Health?
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ITGITMantwerp
@itmantwerp
@institute-of-tropical-medicine
@ITMantwerp @TropischITG

#colloq23

Thank you!
Nandini Velho
nandinivelho@gmail.com


